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Summary: Someone once asked: “If Gandhi, and not Mao Zedong, was born in China, what would
it be like?” In fact, the answer is simple — |00k at India today! That is, the lower class lacks the spirit
of resistance, so they have all along remained oppressed, forming a strong class division in society,
and resulting in extremely low degree of class mobility. Therefore, if Gandhi instead of Mao Zedong
was born in China, no doubt today’s China would be worse off than India at present. Moreover,
China did not have the infrastructure left behind by the colonial British-India rulers.

Article title in Chinese: B3RS HH, TEESELFE?
Article source: http://www.kunlunce.com/llyj/fl11111111111/2016-09-19/108020.html
https://finance.sina.cn/2020-11-29/detail-iiznctke3900162.d.html?

Author: m#r

The ICS is an interdisciplinary research institution, which has a leadership role in the promotion of Chinese and East Asian Studies in
India. ICS Translations aims to introduce views of the P R China scholars, analysts, and commentators coming from across
disciplines.
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Non-violence and non-cooperation are

Gandhi’s two major legacies

Image: M K GANDHI (1869-1948)
Source: kunlunce.com

Non-violent non-cooperation is something that
best suits the appetite of the ruling classes.
While ruling India, the British ruthlessly
suppressed the armed revolutionaries on one
hand and supported Gandhi’s non-violent
faction on the other. The British trumpeted
Gandhi because non-violent non-cooperation
was very easy to suppress. It was rather smooth
and trouble-free to deal with non-violent non-
cooperation on its own. Gandhi’s movement
would have been suppressed long ago if there
had not been armed revolutionaries in India at
that time. Given the presence of armed
revolutionaries, the British, in order to ease the
contradictions chose to win over one faction

while attacking the other.

Image: Mao and Little Red Book
Source: thestatesman.com

Besides, Gandhi's thinking ideally suited the
appetite of the middle classes, because any
social unrest affects them the most (because the
rich can run away, and the poor have nothing to
lose, anyway). Therefore, Gandhi’s ideas found
a willing and receptive audience in the West,
just like a certain exiled religious person from

China is widely popular in the West.

Source: creativeyatra.com

By clearly seeing the interests of the class that
admires this kind of thinking will also help you
understand how valuable this kind of thinking

is.

There are some social contradictions that cannot
be resolved without violence. This is not to say
at all that the resolution of these contradictions
must rely on violence. Rather, violence can be
used as the last resort in a contest. Abandoning
violence by oneself voluntarily is actually
abandoning an important tool in a contest, after
which you can only wait for the opponent to
overwhelm you. If it is the lower classes
opposing the ruling class, or the oppressed
against the invaders, then this approach is
almost like putting your neck under the butcher

knife, assigning yourself the status of a slave,
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and then hoping that the master will show mercy

and provide you a good meal.

Image: Mao’s Long March 1934
Source: nicolehistory12.weebly.com

Gandhi advocated collective suicide by Jews
during World War 1l to arouse Germans and
people in other parts of the world against Nazi
atrocities. He also suggested that the Chinese
should not resist and allow the Japanese to kill
casually, after slaughtering 200 million Chinese,
there would still be 200 million, and if at last the
Japanese faltered, they will naturally “become
slave to the Chinese.” Listening to this argument
and feeling proud instead of feeling ashamed,
you know who would like this kind of thinking.
Then you will also know who is preaching
Gandhi's ideas in the world today.

How do yout FeSIST ey
oppressive rule—
with violent
or nonviolennt
action?

Image: Gandhi vs Mao
Source: butkevich.weebly.com
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To put it bluntly, this idea is the same as the
Confucius’ shackles of “cardinal guides and
eternal virtues”. It sounds beautiful but is used
by the strong side as an instrument to rule.
Therefore, no matter how noble Gandhi himself
was, his entire legacy is essentially about

helping the ruling class perpetuate its rule.

Some people ask, “If there had been a Gandhi in
China instead of a Mao Zedong, how would
have things been today?” You will find the
answer the moment you look at India. The lower
classes in India lack the will to resist, so they
have remained oppressed, forming a strong class
division, resulting in extremely low class
mobility. If the lower classes do not resist,
naturally not many people care about their
interests. Hence, science, education, culture and
sanitation among the lower ranks in society are

terribly poor.

Image (s): Mahatma Gandhi (above) and Mao Zedong
(Below)
Source: firstpost.com



Even qualified industrial workers cannot be
trained, as a corollary the manufacturing
industry cannot develop.

Therefore, if a Gandhi instead of a Mao Zedong
had appeared in China in those days, then China
might have been worse off than what is India
today. Anyways, the British had left behind
some infrastructure in India, whereas China was

far more backward in that respect.

> “Political power
grows out of the

o “"Wictory attained
by violence is
tantamount to
defeat, foritis
momentary."”

barrel of a gun.”
Mao Zedong
Communist leader
Believed that
revolution would
solve China's
problems
India froen British
nile

Image: Mao Zedong Thought and Gandhian Thought
Source: slideplayer.com

A. Analyze the revolutionary movements in India {Gandhi)
and China (Mao Zedana).
» Mohandas Gandhi
*  Led non-violent protests to gain

Independence for Indla.
Preached peaceful resistance to unjust laws,
India achieved independence in 1947,
Influenced M.L. King Jr.

»>
Mao Zedong
= Leader of Communism in China-supported
by Soviet Union
In 1949, Communists won control of China
from Chiang Kai-shek (US-Supported)

Image: Revolutionary Movements in India and China
Source:slideplayer.com

Of course, it is impossible for a person’s
existence alone to bring about profound change
in the course of history. Of course, these are my
own answers to the question asked in the

beginning of the article.

195

A Comparative Study of the Political
Concepls of MUK, Gandhi asd Mao Zedong,
19191949

Image: Book Cover of A comparative Study of
Political Concepts of MK Gandhi and Mao Zedong
1919-1949

Source: amazon.in

Series Editor: Hemant Adlakha

Editor’s note -

Further Readings:

Mira Sinha-Bhattacharjea (1930-2009) was a
founding member of the China Study Group,
former Director of the ICS, Editor of the journal,
China Report, Co-Chairperson, ICS, and
Emeritus Fellow, ICS. She joined the Indian
Foreign Service in 1955, before leaving four
years later and subsequently joining the
Department of Chinese and Japanese Studies
(now the Department of East Asian Studies) at
the University of Delhi where she taught
Chinese Foreign Policy for over a quarter of a

century
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Image: Mira Sinha-Bhattacharjea
Source: icsin.org

Mira Sinha-Bhattacharjea’s writings on
Gandhi and Mao

MAO ZEDONG’S VISION CHINA, THE
WORLD AND INDIA

http://ignca.gov.in/mao-zedongs-vision-china-

the-world-and-india-mira-sinha-bhattacharjea/

GANDHI  AND MAO: NATIONAL
IDENTITY FOR AN ALTERNATIVE
FUTURE

https://www.zvab.com/Across-Himalayan-

Gap-Indian-Quest-
Understanding/16881756530/bd

Madhavi Thampi

INDIA AND CHINA IN THE COLONIAL
WORLD
https://www.routledge.com/India-and-China-
in-the-Colonial-
World/Thampi/p/book/9781138102699
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India and China in the Colonial World

Edited by
Madhavi Thampi

Image: Book Cover
Author: Madhavi Thampi (2017)

Soumendra Banerjee

GANDHI AND MAO in The Statesman, Feb.
10, 2020
https://www.thestatesman.com/opinion/gandhi-
and-china-1502854587.htmi

Donald James Johnson and Jean Elliott Johnson
MAO AND GANDHI: Alternate Paths to
National Independence and Social Change

https://www.socialstudies.com/pdf/NH168EX.
pdf

Pascal Alan Nazareth

GANDHI’S OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/chi

na/Mahatma-Gandhis-thoughts-make-debut-in-
Maos-China/articleshow/20291558.cms)
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Gandhi's Outstanding Leadership
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Image: Book Cover
Author:Pascal Alan Nazareth (2013)

The book has been translated into Chinese by
professor and historian Shang Quanyu, South

China Normal University.
Ethan Hunt
COMPARE AND CONTRAST OF MAO

ZEDONG AND GANDHI (2014)
https://prezi.com/xtcrbilxb5do/compare-and-

contrast-of-mao-zedong-and-gandhi/

THE NEGATIVE SIMILARITIES OF MAO
ZEDONG AND MAHATMA GANDHI
https://www.cram.com/essay/The-Negative-

Similarities-Of-Mao-Zedong-
And/FK8SHUFNBXYWH#google vignette

Sudheendra Kulkarni

Mao’s ‘Smile’, Nixon’s ‘Frown’: What Modi
Can Learn from Indira’s Mistakes in
Befriending  China  June 26, 2020
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/indira-gandhi-

nixon-mao-china

Ramesh Kumar

MAOIST RESURGENCE AND GANDHIAN
APPROACH: A PERSPECTIVE

The Indian Journal of Political Science

Vol. LXXIII, No. 4, Oct-Dec 2012, pp. 623-632
https://www.jstor.org/stable/418588697seq=1#

metadata info tab contents

Mathew Zachariah and Arlene Hoffman
Gandhi and Mao on the manual Labour in the
School: A Retrospective Analysis

International Review of Education

Vol.31, No. 3 (1985), pp. 265-282
https://www.jstor.org/stable/34447797?seq=1#m

etadata info tab contents

Himanshu Nainani

Rare Photos of Mahatma Gandhi and Mao
Zedong Capture the Rise of Legendary Leaders
January 8, 2019
https://creativeyatra.com/news/rare-photos-

mahatma-gandhi-mao-zedong-capture-rise-

legendary-leaders/

Anjani Kumar

Get Inspired by Gandbhi, not Stalin or Mao
The Hindu, October 12, 2019

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hydera

bad/get-inspired-by-gandhi-not-stalin-or-mao-

anjani-kumar/article29660879.ece
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Claude Arpi Johan Galtung

Why Mao Attacked India in 1962 Mao and Gandhi: Two Asian Changemakers
December 6, 2015 India Defence Review http://worldnewsreport.in/mao-and-gandhi-
http://www.indiandefencereview.com/spotlight two-asian-changemakers/

s/maos-return-to-power-passed-through-india/

The views expressed here are those of the original author and not necessarily of the translator or of

the Institute of Chinese Studies
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