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As the world slowly transitions to a new order, throwing up many challenges for global
governance, and the Asia-Pacific tilt of the global economy, China and India, with their slowly
expanding trade and economic ties, have an opportunity not only to accentuate their time
honored associations but also, as the recent standoff at Doklam exposes, to bridge the gap of
understanding between each other.

Dr. Wang, leading the first think-tank delegation from China after the Doklam incident , is
cautious about the tendentious and pessimistic character prevalent in the discourses of our
respective medias, prescribes patience, refrain and a good deal of optimism. Though one could
get carried away with the whipped up sentiments, it also needs to note the constructive
engagement of the leaders from both sides at the Xiamen Summit. Further disagreeing with the
pessimistic assessments of the future and their eagerness to brand the other as an antagonist,
Wang invoked the need to perceive the crises as an opportunity; to understand each other, and
stressed that both countries need to focus on the commonality of their interests.

Changing mindsets take time and we need dialogue at many levels, that calls for accentuating
people to people ties, greater collaboration between think tanks, students and businesses. Their
convergence will provide depth and sustenance when it comes managing our differences and
addresses the trust deficit.



Though the border incident exposed many gaps and put bilateral relations to serious test, we also
need to remember the subsequent recoveries that we’ve made with similar instances in the past.
As with the Rajiv Gandhi visit of 1988, resulting in a template for our relations and which still
holds relevance. Improving communications on both sides help develop interests that binds us,
interests that not only lie in our immediate neighborhood but also global; BRICS, G20,
reformation of global institutions, climate change et al. It keeps in check the eagerness to brand
each other as enemies and perceive the other’s rise as a threat. The evolving world order will
benefit from the step up of our associations and hence pessimism cannot be afforded at this
critical juncture.

On an ending note, Dr. Wang was willing to bet that the 19" Party Congress would acknowledge
a multipolar order.

Report prepared by Cidarth, Research Intern, ICS.
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Disclaimer

The Wednesday Seminar at the ICS is a forum for presentations and discussions on current
affairs as well as ongoing research by scholars, experts, diplomats and journalists, among others.
This report is a summary produced for purposes of dissemination and for generating wider



discussion. All views expressed here should be understood to be those of the speaker(s) and
individual participants, and not necessarily of the Institute of Chinese Studies.



