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ALKA ACHARYA DAVID ARASE

Alka Acharya is professor at the Centre for East Asian 

Studies (Chinese Studies), School of International 

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi. 

She was Director (2012-2017) and a Senior Fellow at 

the Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS), Delhi and 

Editor of the ICS' quarterly journal, China Report 

(New Delhi) from 2005-2013. She was nominated by 

the Indian government as a member of the India-

China Eminent Persons Group (2006-2008) and the 

National Security Advisory Board of the 

Government of India for two terms – 2006-2008 and 

2011-2012. Prof. Acharya is author of China & India: 

Politics of Incremental Engagement (2008) and her 

current research focuses on India-China-Russia 

trilateral cooperation and the Chinese strategic 

response to the post-Cold War regional 

architecture, with special reference to China's 

neighborhood. 

David Arase was Professor of Politics at Pomona 

College in Claremont, CA, where he taught for 22 

years and researched on East Asian politics and 

international relations before leaving in August 

2011 to join the SAIS Johns Hopkins University, 

Hopkins-Nanjing Center (HNC) as a resident 

professor of international politics. Aside from 

teaching at HNC he has participated widely in 

academic conferences in China and the Indo-Pacific, 

and has held research fellowships at research 

institutes in Australia, Japan, and Singapore. Of his 

six published books, his three most recent are 

edited volumes: The US-Japan alliance: balancing 

soft and hard power in East Asia (Nissan 

Institute/Routledge, 2010) which was awarded the 

2011 Tokyo-based Ohira Memorial Foundation 

Special Prize for works promoting the Pacific Basin 

Community concept; China's Rise and East Asian 

Order (Palgrave, 2016); and the Routledge 

Handbook on Africa-Asia Relations (Routledge, 

2017). A single authored book on China's rise to 

predominance in Asia is expected in early 2018. 
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DIPANKAR BANERJEE MORDECHAI CHAZIZA

Maj. Gen. Dipankar Banerjee (retd) served in the 

Gorkha Regiment of the Indian Army for over 36 

years. This included tenures as instructor in the 

Indian Military Academy, College of Combat, 

Defence Services Staff College, and as a visiting 

lecturer at the National Defence College. He 

attended the Staff College at Camberley, UK from 

1971-72 and has commanded a unit and brigade in 

Jammu & Kashmir and also commanded 8 Mountain 

Division in Kashmir at the height of the insurgency in 

the early 1990s. He has served all along India's 

northern borders extending from Ladakh to 

Arunachal Pradesh and including Bhutan. Gen. 

Banerjee has served as Senior Fellow and Deputy 

Director at the IDSA from 1987-1990 and 1992-1996 

respectively and was the founder Director of the 

Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi 

for over a decade till 2012. He was also the Jennings 

Randolph Fellow at the US Institute of Peace, 

Washington DC and Executive Director of the 

Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS), 

Colombo, South Asia's only regional think tank, from 

1999-2002. He has also been an expert and 

consultant with the United Nations on security and 

disarmament on several occasions. 

Mordechai Chaziza is a senior lecturer at the 

Department of Politics and Governance, Ashkelon 

Academic College, Israel. He holds a Ph.D. from the 

Bar-Ilan University, Israel, and specializes in Chinese 

foreign and strategic relations. Over the past few 

years, Dr. Chaziza has focused on: China's foreign 

policy in the Middle East-North Africa region, 

China's relations with Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 

Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, Israel, Egypt, Afghanistan 

and ISIS, China and the Arab-Israeli Peace Process, 

and China's non-intervention policy in intra-state 

wars. 
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ANIL CHOPRA ARTHUR S. DING

Vice Admiral Anil Chopra (retd) was commissioned 

in the Indian Navy in 1975 and retired in 2015 with 

the unique distinction of having served as 

Commander-in-Chief of both its operational 

Commands - the Western Naval Command and the 

Eastern Naval Command. He was also the Chief of 

the Indian Coast Guard for three critical years after 

the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks. He commanded 

the western fleet, the aircraft carrier INS Viraat, the 

destroyer INS Rajput, and the missile corvette INS 

Kuthar. Adm. Chopra oversaw the induction of the 

aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya, the nuclear-

powered submarines INS Chakra and INS Arihant, 

the Long Range Maritime Patrol Boeing P8I Aircraft 

and the Guided Missile Destroyer INS Kolkata. In 

2016, he was appointed to the Shekatkar Expert 

Committee by the Ministry of Defence to examine 

measures to enhance the combat capability of the 

Indian Armed Forces and rebalance the defence 

budget. Adm. Chopra is presently a Distinguished 

Fellow at Gateway House, Mumbai and at 

Vivekananda International Foundation, New Delhi. 

He was recently elected to the Governing Council of 

the United Services Institution, New Delhi. In 2017, 

he was appointed to the National Security Advisory 

Board which provides inputs to the National 

Security Council.

Arthur S. Ding is Professor Emeritus of National 

Chengchi University (NCCU), and concurrently 

Adjunct Professor at the National Defense 

University in Taiwan. His research focuses on China's 

security and defense policy, including civil/Party-

military relations, defense industry, and arms 

control. His published works include China's 

Changing Military Theory, 1979-1991 (Taipei: 

Tangshan Publishing House, 1996), PRC's Defense 

Industry Conversion (Taipei: Mainland China Affairs 

Council, 1996), and articles in numerous edited 

books and journals. Prof. Ding has edited three 

books: Hu Jintao Shidai de Tiaozhan (Taipei: New 

Journalist, 2002), Mega Trend in China 2003-2004 

(Taipei: New Journalist, 2004), and China Dream: 

China's New Leadership and Future Impacts 

(Singapore: World Scientific, 2015). He received his 

B.A. in Anthropology from the National Taiwan 

University, and his Ph.D. in Political Science from the 

University of Notre Dame.
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PRANSENJIT DUARA APARAJITA GANGOPADHYAY

Prasenjit Duara is the Oscar Tang Chair of East Asian 

Studies at Duke University, North Carolina, the 

United States. He was born and educated in India 

and received his PhD in Chinese history from 

Harvard University.  He was previously Professor 

and Chair of the Department of History and Chair of 

the Committee on Chinese Studies at the University 

of Chicago (1991-2008). Subsequently, he became 

Raffles Professor of Humanities and Director, Asia 

Research Institute at National University of 

Singapore (2008-2015). He was elected to the Vice 

Presidency of the Association of Asian Studies 

(AAS), USA for 2018 and will serve as President from 

2019-2020. In 1988, Prof. Duara published Culture, 

Power and the State: Rural North China, 1900-1942 

(Stanford University Press) which won the Fairbank 

Prize of the American Historical Association and the 

Levenson Prize of the AAS. Among his other books 

are Rescuing History from the Nation (University of 

Chicago 1995), Sovereignty and Authenticity: 

Manchukuo and the East Asian Modern (Rowman 

2003) and most recently, The Crisis of Global 

Modernity: Asian Traditions and a Sustainable 

Future (Cambridge 2014). His works have been 

widely translated into Chinese, Japanese, Korean 

and the European languages. He was awarded the 

doctor philosophiae honoris causa from the 

University of Oslo in 2017.

Aparajita Gangopadhyay is Director of the UGC 

Centre for Latin American Studies, Goa University, 

Goa. Her areas of specialization include, among 

others, India-Latin America relations, Argentina-

Brazil relations, India's foreign policy and regional 

integration in South America. She was a visiting 

faculty at the National Chengchi University, Taiwan, 

Marie Curie Sklodowski University, Poland and the 

Vilnius University, Lithuania. Prof Gangopadhyay 

has delivered lectures in various academic 

institutions in Argentina and Brazil, including the 

Argentine Institute of International Relations 

(CARI), the University of Salvador, the Lomos De 

Zamora University, the La Plata University, the 

Universidad Siglo 21, the National University of 

Rosario and the National University of Rio Cuarto. In 

2013 she was part of the Indian delegation to Brazil 

for the India-Brazil 1.5 Dialogue. She is a member of 

the academic council of the Indian Studies 

Programme at State University of Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, a founding member of the Centre for 

International Development and Cooperation 

Research at the University of Bucharest, Romania 

and a member of the advisory council of the Centre 

on Studies and Services on Contemporary India and 

Southern Asia (CESICAM), Universidad Externado 

de Colombia, Bogota. She has published widely in 

Indian and international journals. 
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ARVIND GUPTA JABIN T. JACOB

Arvind Gupta is Director of Vivekananda 

International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi. He was 

formerly an Indian Foreign Service officer and 

served as the Indian Deputy National Security 

Adviser and Secretary to the National Security 

Council Secretariat (NSCS) from 2014-17. Prior to 

this he was the Joint Secretary of the NSCS from 

1999-2007, on deputation from the Ministry of 

External Affairs. He has served in Indian diplomatic 

missions at Moscow, London, and Ankara and dealt 

with Afghanistan, Soviet Union/Russia, and Central 

Asia while in the Ministry of External Affairs. Dr. 

Gupta is also the former Director General of the 

Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis, New 

Delhi (2012-14) and was also the Lal Bahadur Shastri 

Chair on National Security there from 2008-11. He 

has conducted Track-2 level interactions with think-

tanks of other countries. He completed his MSc 

(Physics) from Delhi University in 1974 and was a 

visiting member to the Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research from 1974-76. He received 

his M.Phil. degree (1988) and PhD (1991) from the 

School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi. Dr. Gupta is the author of 

three books and co-editor of several more. 

Jabin T. Jacob is Fellow at the Institute of Chinese 

Studies (ICS), Delhi. He holds a PhD in Chinese 

Studies from the School of International Studies, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and has 

spent time as a student and researcher in Taiwan, 

France and Singapore. Jacob's current research 

interests include China-South Asia relations, China's 

'belt and road' initiative, Sino-Indian border areas, 

and centre-province relations in China. At the ICS, 

he has helped create new initiatives such as the ICS 

Border Studies Programme and the ICS Scholar-in-

Residence Programme. As part of his research, Dr. 

Jacob has traveled in many of India's border states 

and visited parts of the country's disputed borders 

with China and Pakistan as well as the international 

borders with Myanmar and Bangladesh. He is co-

editor of three books – India's Foreign Policy: Old 

Problems, New Challenges (2011), Military 

Confidence-Building and India-China Relations: 

Fighting Distrust (2013) and China and its 

Neighbourhood: Perspectives from India and 

Vietnam (2017). He also writes regularly for Indian 

media on Chinese foreign policy and India-China 

relations and is Associate Editor of the ICS journal, 

China Report.
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ASHOK K. KANTHA BILAHARI KAUSIKAN

Ashok K. Kantha is Director of the Institute of 

Chinese Studies, Delhi and a Distinguished Fellow 

at Vivekananda International Foundation, New 

Delhi. A career diplomat, he was Ambassador of 

India to China until January 2016. Prior to that, he 

was Secretary (East) at Ministry of External Affairs 

in New Delhi. His previous assignments include 

High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka and 

Malaysia, Consul General in Hong Kong, Deputy 

Chief of Mission in Kathmandu, and Joint Secretary 

(East Asia) and Director (China) in Ministry of 

External Affairs. Earlier, Kantha served in different 

capacities at Indian Missions in Singapore, China 

and the US, and at headquarters in New Delhi. In 

his diplomatic career spanning over 38 years, 

Amb. Kantha specialized in Asian affairs, with 

particular focus on China and India's 

neighbourhood.  He has an advanced certificate in 

Chinese language from National University of 

Singapore.

Bilahari Kausikan is currently Ambassador-at-

Large in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Singapore.  From 2001 to May 2013, Kausikan 

was first the second Permanent Secretary and 

subsequently Permanent Secretary of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He had previously 

served in a variety of appointments, including 

as the Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations in New York and as Ambassador to the 

Russian Federation. Raffles Institution, the 

University of Singapore and Columbia 

University in New York have all attempted to 

educate Amb. Kausikan.
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CHISAKO T. MASUO SHIVSHANKAR MENON

Chisako T. Masuo is an Associate Professor at the 

Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, 

Kyushu University. She received her Ph.D. from the 

University of Tokyo in 2008 and her research topics 

include Chinese foreign and maritime policies, 

Chinese development strategies, Sino-Japanese 

relations and international relations in Eurasia. She 

has worked with Professor Ezra F. Vogel at Harvard-

Yenching Institute as a Coordinate Research Scholar 

between 2014 and 2015. Dr. Masuo is the author of 

China Looks Back: Mao's Legacy in the Open-Door 

Era (University of Tokyo Press, 2010 in Japanese), A 

Diplomatic History of the People's Republic of China 

(first-author, University of Tokyo Press, 2017 in 

Japanese), 'Extending Domestic Governance Over 

the Seas: China's Reinforcement of the State 

Oceanic Administration' (Project 2049 Occasional 

Paper, 2015) and many other articles and book 

chapters mostly in Japanese. As a former exchange 

student to Peking University from the University of 

Tokyo, she speaks and writes in Chinese in addition 

to English and Japanese.

Shivshankar Menon is currently Chairman, 

Advisory Board, Institute of Chinese Studies, 

Delhi and a Distinguished Fellow at the 

Brookings Institution, Washington DC. He is also 

Member, Board of Trustees, International Crisis 

Group and a Distinguished Fellow, Asia Society 

Policy Institute, New York. He was previously 

National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister 

of India from January 2010 to May 2014, 

Foreign Secretary of India, October 2006-July 

2009, and has served as the Indian 

Ambassador/High Commissioner to China, 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Israel. He was chosen as 

one of the Top 100 Global Thinkers by Foreign 

Policy magazine in 2010 and in 2015, was a 

Fisher Family Fellow at the Kennedy School, 

Harvard University, and Richard Wilhelm Fellow 

at MIT. Amb. Menon is the author of Choices: 

Inside the Making of Indian Foreign Policy 

(2016).
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C. Raja Mohan GARIMA MOHAN 

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Carnegie India, Delhi. He 

is also a visiting research professor at the Institute of 

South Asian Studies, Singapore and a columnist on 

foreign affairs for The Indian Express. He was earlier 

professor of South Asian Studies at the Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, New Delhi and the Nanyang 

Technological University, Singapore. He has worked 

at a number of Indian think-tanks in Delhi, including 

the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 

Centre for Policy Research, Observer Research 

Foundation and the National Institute of Science, 

Technology, and Development Studies. Among his 

recent books are Modi's World: Expanding India's 

Sphere of Influence (2015), Oxford Handbook on 

Indian Foreign Policy (coeditor, 2015) and  Indian 

Naval Strategy and Asian Security (coeditor, 2016). 

Garima Mohan is a project manager at the Global 

Public Policy Institute (GPPi) in Berlin. She focuses 

on the foreign and security policy of rising powers, 

particularly that of India, and on UN peacekeeping 

and conflict management. Her current research is 

concentrated on Europe-India relations. She helps 

to head up the EU-India policy dialogues on global 

governance and security, a project jointly 

conducted by GPPi and Carnegie India and is funded 

by the EU Delegation to India. Dr. Mohan is also a 

scientific coordinator for the EU’s Asia-Pacific 

Research and Advice Network, which supports EU 

policymakers on issues concerning the Asia-Pacific. 

She has published widely on a number of issues, 

including Indian foreign and security policy in Africa, 

connectivity projects in Asia, maritime security in 

the Indian Ocean, EU-India relations, and Germany-

India ties. She holds a PhD in political science from 

the Berlin Graduate School for Transnational Studies 

– a joint programme of the Freie Universität Berlin, 

the Hertie School of Governance, and the Berlin 

Social Science Research Center.
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MANORANJAN MOHANTY S. L. NARASIMHAN

Manoranjan Mohanty is Honorary Fellow and 

former Chairperson of the Institute of Chinese 

Studies, Delhi. He is a teacher, researcher and writer. 

As political scientist, China scholar and peace and 

human rights activist, he has published many books 

and research papers on theoretical and empirical 

dimensions of social movements, human rights, 

development studies and global transformation. 

After retiring from the University of Delhi, Prof. 

Mohanty has been with the Council for Social 

Development (CSD) and is the Editor of the CSD 

Journal, Social Change. He is also Chairperson at 

Development Research Institute, Bhubaneswar and 

Fellow at Orfalea Center for Global and 

International Studies, University of California, Santa 

Barbara.

Lt Gen S.  L.  Narasimhan (retd) was 

commissioned in the Madras Regiment of the 

Indian Army. He is a Maths graduate and 

completed his post-graduation in Defence 

Studies and is presently pursuing a PhD. He has 

seen action in Op PAWAN in 1987 in Sri Lanka 

and has vast experience in counter-insurgency 

operations, on the Line of Actual Control with 

China and high altitude area environment. After 

having successfully commanded the largest 

Corps of the Indian Army in the Northeast, Gen. 

Narasimhan attained superannuation after a 

successful stint as Commandant, Army War 

College, Mhow. He is well-accomplished in the 

Chinese language and has authored many 

articles in various journals and magazines. He is 

presently Member of the National Security 

Advisory Board of the National Security Council 

of India.
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P. S. RAGHAVAN KISHAN S. RANA

P. S. Raghavan is Convenor of the National Security 

Advisory Board of the National Security Council of 

India. In a diplomatic career of over 36 years, he has 

been Ambassador of India to Russia, Ireland and the 

Czech Republic, and has had other diplomatic 

assignments in South Africa, Vietnam, United 

Kingdom, Poland and the USSR. He was Joint 

Secretary to the Prime Minister of India (2000-04) 

where he dealt with issues related to foreign affairs, 

nuclear energy, space, defence and national 

security. In 2012-13, as Secretary in the Ministry of 

External Affairs (MEA), Amb. Raghavan was in 

charge of India's external economic relations, and 

also overseeing the departments of Personnel & 

Property administration, Security and E-

Governance. He conceptualized and headed the 

Development Partnership Administration in the 

MEA, which implements and monitors India's 

economic partnership programs abroad with an 

annual budget of about US$1.5 billion. Amb. 

Raghavan writes and lectures extensively on foreign 

policy, national security and strategic issues.

Kishan S. Rana is Emeritus Fellow at Institute of 

Chinese Studies, Delhi (ICS). He graduated in 

Economics (BA Hons and MA) from St. Stephen's 

College, Delhi and served in the Indian Foreign 

Service from 1965 to 1995. He was India's 

Ambassador/High Commissioner to Algeria, 

Czechoslovakia, Kenya, Mauritius and Germany, and 

was on the staff of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

from 1981-82. Amb. Rana currently holds positions 

as Professor Emeritus of DiploFoundation, Malta 

and Geneva and is Book Review Editor for the ICS 

journal, China Report.
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RICHARD RIGBY PETER MAX RIMMELE

Richard Rigby graduated in History from the 

Australian National University in 1970 and went on 

to do his PhD - subsequently reworked and 

published by the ANU Press as The May 30th 

Movement - under Prof. Wang Gungwu in the then 

Department of Far Eastern History (now the School 

of Culture, History & Language). He joined 

Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs in 1975, 

where he worked until the end of 2001 with 

postings in Tokyo, Beijing (twice), Shanghai (Consul-

General 1994-1998),  London, and Israel 

(Ambassador, 2000-2001). Amb. Rigby then joined 

the Office of National Assessments as Assistant 

Director-General, responsible for North and South 

Asia, where he worked until taking up his current 

position with the ANU China Institute in April 2008. 

While engaged in government work, he continued 

to pursue his academic interests with a series of 

translations, book reviews and articles on China-

related topics. His personal interests in Chinese 

studies are primarily literary and historical, but his 

profession has ensured a thorough immersion in 

most aspects of contemporary China and other 

major Asian cultures.

Peter Rimmele is the Resident Representative of 

the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung office in India. He 

received his first Law degree from Freiburg 

University, and his second from the Ministry of 

Justice Baden-Württemberg, Germany. He also has 

a M.A. in Geography. After working as a jurist, 

judge and lecturer, he took public office as 

Ministerialrat, head of division at the State 

Ministry of the Interior in Saxony, Germany, from 

November 1991 to 2000. There, he first served in 

the Police and Security Department and later in 

the Local Government Department. On behalf of 

the German Foreign Ministry, Mr. Rimmele served 

in East Timor as Registrar General, Head of Civil 

Registry and Notary Services (UNTAET), and later 

became the principal advisor for governance 

reform for GIZ (German International Cooperation) 

to the Ministry of Administrative Reform and the 

Anti-Corruption-Commission of the Republic of 

Indonesia, where he served for seven years. He 

then moved to Rwanda, also as Principal Advisor 

Good Governance/Justice Program. Earlier, Mr. 

Rimmele was Resident Representative at Lebanon 

and Director of Rule of Law Program Middle East 

North Africa, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.
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VARUN SAHNI SHYAM SARAN

Varun Sahni is Vice-Chancellor, Goa University. He 

is also Professor of International Politics at the 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi (currently 

on deputation leave). He speaks regularly at the 

National Defence College (NDC), New Delhi and 

Foreign Service Institute (FSI), New Delhi. He was a 

jury member of the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 

International Understanding. He researches and 

writes on issues of nuclear deterrence, regional 

security, emerging balances in the Asia-Pacific, 

evolving security concepts, emerging powers, 

International Relations theory, technology and 

Latin American issues. He has been visiting 

professor at universities in Mexico City, 

Washington DC and Canberra. In 2006 he was 

conferred the prestigious VKRV Rao Prize in Social 

Science Research. Prof. Sahni served from 2008-12 

as the 10th Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Jammu. He is fluent in Hindi, English and Spanish.

Shyam Saran is Member, Governing Council of the 

Institute of Chinese Studies, Delhi and a former 

Indian Foreign Secretary. He joined the Indian 

Foreign Service in 1970 and served as India's 

Ambassador to Myanmar, Indonesia and Nepal 

and as High Commissioner to Mauritius. Upon 

completion of his tenure as the Foreign Secretary 

he was appointed Prime Minister's Special Envoy 

for Indo-US civil nuclear issues and later as Special 

Envoy and Chief Negotiator on Climate Change. In 

2011, Amb. Saran was awarded India's third 

highest civilian honor, the Padma Bhushan, in 

recognition of his contribution to the civil service. 

He is a former chairman of the think-tank, 

Research and Information Systems for Developing 

Countries and a Senior Fellow at the Centre for 

Policy Research in New Delhi and is the author of 

How India Sees The World: From Kautilya to Modi: 

Kautilya to the 21st Century (2017).
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TANSEN SEN P. STOBDAN

Tansen Sen is Professor of History and the Director 

of the Center for Global Asia at NYU Shanghai. He 

received his MA from Peking University and Ph.D. 

from the University of Pennsylvania. He specializes 

in Asian history and religions and has special 

scholarly interests in India-China interactions, 

Indian Ocean connections, and Chinese Buddhism. 

He is the author of Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: 

The Realignment of Sino-Indian Relations, 600-1400 

(2003, 2016) and India, China, and the World: A 

Connected History (2017). He has co-authored (with 

Victor H. Mair) Traditional China in Asian and World 

History (2012) and edited Buddhism Across Asia: 

Networks of Material, Cultural and Intellectual 

Exchange (2014). He is currently working on a book 

about Zheng He's maritime expeditions and co-

editing (with Engseng Ho) the Cambridge History of 

the Indian Ocean, volume 1. He has done extensive 

research in India, China, Japan, and Singapore with 

grants from the American Institute of Indian 

Studies, the Japan Foundation, the American 

Philosophical Society, the Chiang Ching-kuo 

Foundation, National Endowment for the 

Humanities, and the Institute of Southeast Asian 

Studies (Singapore). He was the founding head of 

the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Center in Singapore and 

served on the Governing Board of Nalanda 

University.

P. Stobdan is a distinguished academician, 

diplomat, author and national security expert.  

He was formerly with the National Security 

Council Secretariat (NSCS) and subsequently 

served as Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan. He has 

previously served as Director, Centre for 

Strategic and Regional Studies (CSRS), Jammu 

University, Jammu & Kashmir. Amb. Stobdan is 

the founder of Ladakh International Centre, Leh 

and is currently, a Senior Fellow at the Institute 

for Defence Studies and Analyses. He has 

authored many books and is a leading 

commentator on strategic affairs for several 

Indian national dailies.
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NALIN SURIE R. VISWANATHAN

Nalin Surie was trained as an economist and 

completed his Masters from the Delhi School of 

Economics in 1972. He joined the Indian Foreign 

Service in July 1973 and retired in August 2011. 

He was appointed Director General of the 

Indian Council of World Affairs on 24 July 2015. 

He has served in Indian missions in Hong Kong, 

Brussels, Dar-es-Salaam, Thimphu, New York 

(as Deputy Permanent Representative to the 

UN), and as Ambassador/High Commissioner to 

Poland, China and the United Kingdom. At 

headquarters, he has served both in the 

Department of Economic Affairs (Ministry of 

Finance) and the Ministry of External Affairs. In 

the latter, his assignments included, on 

separate occasions, Head of East Europe and 

East Asia Divisions and as Secretary (West). 

Amb. Surie was President of the Association of 

Indian Diplomats from 2014-15. Since his 

retirement he has functioned as an 

independent analyst on foreign affairs, security 

issues and international economic relations. He 

is a life member of IDSA, New Delhi, and former 

member of Chatham House, London. 

R. Viswanathan retired as the Ambassador of 

India to Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay 

(2007-2012). He has earlier served, among 

others, as the head of the Latin America division 

in the Ministry of External Affairs (2004-07), the 

Ambassador to Venezuela (2000-2003), and as 

the Consul General of India in Sao Paulo (1996 

to 2000). He is passionate about Latin America 

and blogs, tweets, writes articles, publishes 

books, and gives lectures in Indian and Latin 

American universities, business schools, think-

tanks as well as in trade and industry 

organisations. He advises Indian companies and 

business organisations on Latin American 

markets. His articles have been published in 

newspapers and magazines world-wide. His 

interests cover politics, economics, history, 

literature, culture, music and movies of the 

Latin American region. His first book Business 

with Latin America (2005) was published by the 

Exim Bank of India. Malgudi to Macondo (2012) 

is his second book and was translated by the 

Telegu Academy. He speaks Spanish and 

Portuguese.

19



ANIL WADHWA CHRISTIAN WAGNER 

Anil Wadhwa was a member of the Indian 

Foreign Service from July 1979 to May 2017. In 

his 37-year career as a diplomat he has been 

ambassador to Italy, San Marino, Thailand, 

Oman and Poland. He has served in Hong Kong 

and Beijing (twice) and also in the permanent 

mission of India in Geneva. He worked on 

deputation with the Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons at The Hague 

where he headed their media, public affairs and 

government relations branches. He was the 

Indian delegate to the conference on 

disarmament in Geneva, first committee in New 

York as well as to ASEAN, ASEM, ADMM, and the 

Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation. 

Amb. Wadhwa has written on foreign policy, 

disarmament and international security. He is 

fluent in Chinese and knows French. His wife 

Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa was Indian 

Ambassador to Japan, Qatar, Sweden and 

Latvia.

​ 

Christian Wagner is Senior Fellow at the 

German Institute for International and Security 

Affairs (SWP) at Berlin. He studied political 

science, history and sociology at the University 

of Freiburg. He submitted his PhD on the 

'Muslims of Sri Lanka' in 1989. After various 

positions at the universities of Freiburg and 

Mainz, he joined the Centre for Modern 

Oriental Studies at Berlin in 1994/95. From 

1996 to 2001 he was Assistant Professor for 

Political Science at Rostock University where he 

submitted his habilitation on 'India's Foreign 

Policy'. From 2001 to 2002, he was senior 

research fellow at the Center for Development 

Research at the University of Bonn before 

joining SWP in 2003. He has been a visiting 

scholar at the Observer Research Foundation, 

the Jawaharlal Nehru Institute for Advanced 

Studies and the Institute for Defence Studies 

and Analyses, New Delhi. Prof. Wagner's main 

areas of interest are India and South Asia with a 

special focus on foreign policy and security 

issues. Besides his monographs on Sri Lanka's 

and India's foreign policy his publications 

include the only German textbook on India's 

political system and a book on Pakistan.
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