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Some things you should know about 
MSR? 

 
● Proposed by President Xi Jinping. 
● A pillar of ‘One Belt and One Road’ 
● Take shape with concrete projects (AIIB 

and SRF). 
● Including from SCS to east Africa  
● ‘Five connectivity’: policy, trade, capital, 

infrastructure and people.  
● India has been ambivalent about 

participating in this Initiative.   
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 I. The Implications of China’s MSR 

 Why was MSR ‘firstly’ raised towards the 
Southeast Asian Countries? 

 
●‘March West’/’Periphery Diplomacy’ 

/’Maritime Diplomacy’. 
● US-Japan Alliance and U.S. rebalancing 

strategy: The primary contradiction. 
● To explore a stable backyard.  
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I. The Implications of China’s MSR 

 A Recognition Gap in ‘Silk Road Spirit’? 
 
● Symbol of open and inclusive regional 

economic cooperation, cultural exchanges. 
● Manifest its willingness to: 
  1.Continue reforming and opening-up 

policy. 
  2.Adhere to the path of peaceful 

development 
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 A Good Chinese Story to Disseminate 
China’s Voice? 

 
● National Propaganda and Ideology Work 
   Conference (NPIWC) on 19 August. 
● A battle for the international voice on the 

explanation of China’s rise  
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 An Economic Diplomacy & Economic 
Strategy? 

 
● Economic advantages: A more-efficient 

method. 
● The domestic overcapacity (steel, cement, 

electrolytic aluminium, glass).  
● RMB’s internationalization 

2015/2/4 9 

 
 
I. The Implications of China’s MSR 
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 The Expanding ‘Security Boundary’ ? 
 
● Overseas interests and Sea Line of 

Communication(SLOC). 
● The ‘arc of instability’. 
● Chinese Dream: The golden age of ancient 

Silk Road. 
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 What is the possible future of MSR? 
 
● Chinese version of the Marshall Plan ? 
● Chinese version of String of Pearls? 
● The ‘image projects’  and the 19th 

collective leaning session 
● ‘Maritime Silk Road FTA’? 
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I. The Implications of China’s 
MSR 
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● This initiative was the main topic of Central Leading 
Group on Financial and Economic Affairs on 4 
November 2014.(中央财经工作领导小组) 

● That implies that China top officials deliberately 
confined MSR to economy and trade field which 
differs from String of Pearls, which is essentially 
related to security and military field, otherwise 
this initiative should belongs to the scope of the 
new Central National Security Commission. （国家安
全委员会） 

● At this meeting, President Xi called for the 
preparations for timetables, road maps, and some 
significant projects of the MSR. 
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I. The Implications of China’s 
MSR 
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●The Chinese government criticized the above two 
ideas and declared China would stick to ‘No 
interference in the internal affairs of others, no 
seeking for spheres of influence and no striving for 
hegemony ’in MSR. 

●The Politburo of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee made ‘FTA strategy’ the theme 
of 19th collective leaning on 6th  December . 

●President Xi declared at this meeting that China 
should actively construct a free trade zone net 
with relevant countries along the ‘One Belt and 
One Road’. 
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 The possible ‘FTA’ in MSR 
 

● ‘Transatlantic trade & Investment Partnership 
’(TTIP) and ‘Trans-Pacific Partnership’ (TPP) 
which are believed to be part of a ‘China 
containment’ strategy steered by U.S. and its 
allies.  

● China and ASEAN is upgrading their previous FTA.  
    and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) mapped out an 
    action plan for the cooperation from 2014-2017 and 
    vowed to speed up FTA talks. China is also trying to 
    bring progress in FTA with south Asian countries. 
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I. The Implications of China’s 
MSR 



 
 II. The Emerging Maritime Hedging 

 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
●Chinese government prefers to confine 

MSR into the scope of soft power without 
political or military overtones. 

●Keeping silent about its role in this 
initiative. 

 
 

 

 2015/2/4 19 



 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
● The famous ancient Silk Road was mainly 

developed by the Ming Dynasty navy. 
● Strong desire to build blue-water navy. 
● Naval Officers are the regular guests in 

relevant academic meetings and actively 
advocate PLAN’s proactive role in this 
route.  
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 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
● More stronger countries always demand 

more security 
●Maritime interests will increase gradually 

alongside the MSR. 
●Reinforce the legitimate and reasonable 

impression under the peaceful concept of 
MSR . 

●Making its appearances in IOR look 
‘nothing unusual’ 
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 The Chinese Defence Ministry spokesman, 
during a press briefing said that the 
submarine together with a naval escort 
taskforce had visited the Gulf of Aden and 
waters off the Somali coast. He added: 
“On its way to and back from the mission 
area, the submarine made technical 
docking in Sri Lanka twice, and it is a 
quite common practice for submarines of 
world navies to dock at certain ports and 
conduct replenishment.” 
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 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
● A rapidly rising maritime power and dream 

of blue-water navy. 
● Navy’s combat capability is closely related 

to its familiarity with the ocean 
environment and oceanographic data 
(temperature, salinity and underwater 
data), especially for the submarine fleet. 

● Different kinds of unfamiliar waters. 
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 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
● The endless Island Chains. 
● Surveillance and regular harassment by 

U.S. Navy and Japanese Maritime Self-
Defence Force(JMSDF). 

● The maritime power vacuum in IOR. 
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The String of Sonars 
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 What are PLAN’s potential roles in MSR?  
 
●‘Image projects’ and deep-sea ports. 
●Which are the stable and friendly naval 

supply bases? 
●Mature military supply route is the symbol 

of a real blue-water navy.  
 

 

 
2015/2/4 26 

 
 II. The Emerging Maritime Hedging 
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 India’s Maritime Diplomacy:  
 
● Maritime diplomacy is the highlight of 

India’s ‘Look East Policy’(LEP). 
● A counterweight to China or a regional Net 

Security Provider(NSP) ?  
● Modi’s  ‘Act East’: American’s Indo-Pacific 

Economic Corridor and Japan’s Mekong-
Ganga Cooperation initiative. 
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 Modi’s Half-Swing Policy? 
 
● More aggressive maritime military 

cooperation.  
● In the past, India had not specifically 

mentioned the maritime disputes between 
China and other countries. 

● Where is China’s ‘red line’ or ‘core 
interest’ ? 
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Modi’s Visit to Japan in 2014 

● They affirmed their shared commitment to maritime 
security, freedom of navigation and over flight, 
civil aviation safety, unimpeded lawful commerce. 

●‘Everywhere around us, see an 18th century 
expansionist mind-set: encroaching in other 
countries, intruding in others' waters, invading 
other countries and capturing territory’. 

● These statements were regarded as India’s official 
position and criticism toward China’s 
announcement of East China Sea Air Defence 
Identification Zone and oblique comments against 
China which has dispute with Japan over Diaoyu 
Islands in East China Sea.  
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Modi’s Visit to U.S. in September 2014 

 A specific reference in India-U.S. joint statement 
to the South China Sea. 

● The leaders expressed concern about rising 
tensions over maritime territorial disputes. And 
affirmed the importance of safeguarding maritime 
security and ensuring freedom of navigation and 
over flight throughout the region, especially in the 
South China Sea（The White House 2014）. 

● During Vietnamese Prime Minster Nguyen Tan 
Dung’s two-day visit to India, two countries signed 
the first significant military sales deal about 
selling new vessels to Vietnam, standing for the 
freedom of navigation in the air and waters of the 
South China Sea. 
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 The Miserable Story? 
 
● Both countries have the most peaceful 

intentions towards MSR. 
● Economic cooperation prospect of this 

initiative is becoming clear, but it is 
historically inevitable for PLAN’ to expand 
presence in IOR. 

●‘Act East’ and maritime diplomacy  are 
reasonable. But now where is the ‘swing 
countries’ status? 
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 III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  

 Can Both Navies Cooperate in MSR? 
 
● Geographical proximity, offensive power, 

and aggressive intention affect the threat 
level. 

● China and India have no maritime border 
disputes and maritime ‘boundary security’ 
is clearly divided. 

● Each other never become a predominant 
threat for a fairly long time. 

● China’s core interests in western Pacific. 
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 Power Structure in IOR 
 
● U.S is the strongest military power in 

Indian Ocean region.  
● India is the strongest resident naval 

power in IOR.  
● China is undoubtedly in weak position in 

this triangle . It’s far away for China 
threatening India’s security on the sea. 

● Other external countries like Japan, 
Thailand, making investments and 
construction in the Indian Ocean region. 
 



 
 III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  

 Can Both Navies Cooperate in MSR? 
 

● Overlapping maritime ‘security boundary’ 
due to China’s MSR and India’s ‘Act East’: 
Economic benefits. 

● Economic development as their main 
priority. 

● MSR doesn’t eventually mean that 
maritime conflict is inevitable. Both the 
countries are ruled out of  TPP and TTIP 

● A common interest in keeping the SLOC 
open. 
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III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  

 Maritime Dialogue 
 
● No better option than bilateral maritime 

dialogue to minimize divergences and 
maximize common interests. 

● A major confidence-building exercise. 
● To sink their misunderstandings on each 

other’s maritime strategy. 
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III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  

 The Joint Statement between China and 
India after Chinese President Xi’s visit to 
India in September 2014 mentioned： 
 

    The two sides decided to hold the first 
round of maritime cooperation dialogue 
within this year to exchange views on 
maritime affairs and security, including 
anti-piracy, freedom of navigation and 
cooperation between maritime agencies of 
both countries. 
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III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  

 Maritime Dialogue：A Stillborn Story 
 
● The proposed Sino-Indian Maritime 

Dialogue has been moving slowly. 
● The suggestions have initially come from 

the Chinese side. 
● The stillborn story. 
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 MSR：A Confidence-Builder？ 
 
●Maritime cooperation is the general trend. 
●Respect each other’s major concerns and 
 core interests. 
●Finalize the Maritime Dialogue. 
●Beginning with non-sensitive areas . 
●Make the MSR as maritime cooperation 

project . 
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 MSR in marine economy: 
 

● Regional economic integration in Construct port 
infrastructure ,marine fisheries, aquaculture, marine 
tourism, seawater desalination, and marine renewable 
energy through building production bases and extending 
industrial chain.port city cooperation. 

● Build the partnership for marine S&T innovation by 
building the joint centre, joint laboratories, observation 
stations and training and education centre. 

● Marine ecological civilization, marine biodiversity 
conservation, marine environmental monitoring, 
pollution prevention and control, low carbon 
development, integrated coastal zone management, and 
climate change adaption, tourism and education. 
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 MSR in maritime security: 
 

● Anti-piracy and maritime terrorism.  
● Coordinate their HADR (Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief) 
operations. 

● Maritime search and rescue, sea lane 
security, marine hazard prevention and 
reduction. oceanographic research etc.  

● Strengthen the capacity building to 
safeguard the security of sea lanes. 
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 Make the MSR A Catalyst for close 
collaboration in many other fields 

 

● The two navies have only been involved in routine passage 
exercises. The two could hold structural naval exercises. 

● India, China and Japan had coordinated the movement of their 
warships in the Gulf of Aden to anti-piracy under the ‘Shared 
Awareness And De-confliction  (SHADE)’ grouping established 
in December 2008 for sharing “best practices”, and activities of 
nations involved in counter-piracy operations. 

● Navies worldwide are known for their political roles during 
peace, in addition to their fighting capabilities in war. Navies 
worldwide are known for their political roles during peace, in 
addition to their fighting capabilities in war. Even the China-
India joint training exercise Hand-in-Hand has resumed. 

 
       2015/2/4 43 

 
III. Maritime Cooperation Under MSR  
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The views expressed are those of the author and do 
not reflect the official policy or position of AWW. 

 


