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Dr Patricia Uberoi was born in Canberra, Australia, but has lived and worked in India 

for almost 50 years.  She received her early education in New South Wales country 

schools, and went on to do her B.A. (Hons.) and M.A. degrees in Oriental Studies from 

the Australian National University, Canberra, specialising in Far Eastern Languages and 

Civilizations. Her M.A. dissertation, based on library research under a Commonwealth 

Scholarship at the University of Hong Kong, was a literary biography of the modern 

Chinese poet, Wen Yiduo. She completed her Ph.D. degree in Sociology from the 

University of Delhi in 1981 with a dissertation on the Chinese New Culture Movement. 

 

Dr Uberoi has held teaching and research posts in the Department of Asian Civilization 

and the Department of Far Eastern History of the Australian National University; at the 

Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla; at the Department of Sociology of the Delhi 

School of Economics; and from 1986 to 1993 in the Centre for the Study of Social 

Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She was Reader and then Professor 

of Social Change and Development, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, from 1993 to 

her retirement in 2007; Honorary Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies, Centre for 

the Study of Developing Societies (2004-09), Delhi; Nannerl O. Keohane Distinguished 

Visiting Professor at the Department of Anthropology, University of North Carolina 

(2009); and Radhakrishnan Visting Professor at the National Institute of Advanced 

Study, Bangalore (2010). She is currently Chairperson and Honorary Fellow of the 

Institute of Chinese Studies, where she heads the India liaison office for the Track II 

Bangladesh-Chin-India-Myanmar (BCIM) Regional Forum as well as the liaison office 

for the BCIM Economic Corridor Joint Study Group of the Government of India.  

 

Dr Uberoi is currently engaged in research on family, kinship, marriage, gender and 

sexuality, and on aspects of popular culture and social policy in reference to both India 

and China. She has published widely on these themes, including Freedom and destiny: 

Gender, family and popular culture in India (Oxford University Press, 2006); a popular 

and well-regarded text, Family, kinship and marriage in India (edited, Oxford 

University Press, 1993); Social reform, sexuality and the state (edited, Sage 



Publications, 1996); Rise of the Asian giants: Dragon-elephant Tango (edited, Kolkata, 

Anthem Press, 2008); and, most recently (with Kishan S. Rana), India’s North East 

States, the BCIM Forum and Regional Integration (Institute of Chinese Studies, 2012).  

She has also co-edited Tradition, pluralism and identity: In honour of T.N. Madan (Sage 

Publications, 1999); Anthropology in the East: Founders of Indian Sociology and 

Anthropology (Permanent Black, 2007); and Marriage, Migration and Gender  (Sage 

Publications, 2008).  She was Book Review editor (1988-96) and Co-editor of the 

prestigious sociology journal, Contributions to Indian sociology (1992-2006), and is on 

the editorial board of several other academic journals, including China Report.  

  

 

 


