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THE COMPLEXITIES 

 

 
 

 



Who is a Chinese ? 

 “If you are not born Chinese, you can’t 
become Chinese.” 
 

 “I think as long as your face is Chinese, 
even if you do not speak Chinese, you 
are still a Chinese.”  
 

 “I think Chinese who do not speak 
Chinese are not really Chinese 
Chinese.”  

 
 
 
 







Hakka 



Associations for Migrant 
Communities 

 Kongsi: “Companies” 

 

 Huiguan: “Native-Place Associations” 

 

 Societies and Clan Associations 

 

 Temples 

 

 Schools 





BELONGINGS 



What’s in a Name? 

 
 

旅印华侨 
 

Lit. “Chinese Overseas 
Sojourning in India” 



The Formation of Chinese 
Community in India 

 Arrival of Atchew in 1778 and the establishment of 
Achipur, near Kolkata, as one of the early Chinese 
settlements 

 
 By the mid-1800s, Kolkata the main destination for 

Chinese immigrants 
 
 In 1901, Kolkata had 1640 Chinese immigrants 
 
 By the end of WW II, 26,250 Chinese in India (in 

places such as Kolkata, Assam, Kalimpong, Bombay, 
etc.) 
 

 Present-day: c. 2000-3000 in Kolkata 



Three Sites of Chinese Settlement  
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Huiguans 会馆 

加尔各答华人会馆情况一览表 

  会馆名称 创建时间 所设庙堂 所设学校 所设山庄 

1 义兴会馆 1838年 关帝庙 无 义兴山庄 

2 四邑会馆 1845年 观音庙 无 四邑山庄 

3 东安会馆 1864年 关帝庙 无 东安山庄 

4 南顺会馆 1894年 关帝庙 建国小学校 南顺山庄 

5 嘉应会馆 1907年 关帝庙 梅光学校 忠义堂山庄 

6 会宁会馆 1908年 阮梁佛庙 无 会宁山庄 

 

 

Huiguans in Kolkata 
 

  Name Year of 

Establishment 

Attached 

Shrines 

Sponsored 

Schools 

Administered 

Graveyards 

1 Yixing 

Huiguan 

1838 Guandi 

Shrine 

None Yixing 

Graveyard 

2 Siyi 

Huiguan 

1845 Guanyin 

Shrine 

None Siyi Graveyard 

3 Dongan 

Huiguan 

1864 Guandi 

Shrine 

None Dongan 

Graveyard 

4 Nanxun 

Huiguan 

1894 Guandi 

Shrine 

Jianguo 

Primary 

School 

Nanxun 

Graveyard 

5 Jiaying 

Huiguan 

1907 Guandi 

Shrine 

Meiguang 

School 

Zhongyi 

Graveyard 

6 Huining 

Huiguan 

1908 Ruan-Liang 

Shrine 

None Huining 

Graveyard 

 

























 
 
 
 
 

Tangra tables at the weekly meeting of 
the Chinese immigrants from Kolkata 
at Tim Hortons 



Celebration of Diwali at Laibin Farming Village in 
Guangxi Province, China 



The Multiple Identities 

 “Chinese-Indian” 

 

  “Indian-Chinese” 

 

 “Indian-Chinese-Canadian” 

 

 “Chinese-Indian-Chinese” 



The Multiple Belongings 

 Ancestral homeland 

 

 A site in Kolkata or elsewhere in India 

 

 Toronto  

 

 “Returnee” villages in the PRC 

 

 New sites of migration 






